Cairngorms Trust Networks for Nature Fund – Application Form – Over £1,000.
(Guidance notes available. If you have any challenges in applying to us through written applications, please contact us.  Depending on the specific fund you are applying for we may be able to accept applications in other forms such as recording your answers verbally, by video or other appropriate means.)

Project Title:     
Part 1: Applicant Details

	
	Field 
	

	1
	Organisation Name
	

	2
	Contact Name
	

	3
	Position in Organisation
	

	4
	Organisation Type 
	(Eg Community Group,  3rd Sector Org, Farmer, Private, Public)

	5
	Contact Address
	

	6
	Phone Number
	

	7
	Email Address
	

	8
	Website/social media channels
	

	9
	Project Name
	

	10
	Project Location 
	

	11
	Estimated Cost
	The total value of the whole project (in £ Sterling)

	12
	Estimated Grant required
	

	13
	Where did you hear about this grant fund?
	




Legal status of your organisation/group/business – Is your Organisation / Group:
	14
	Constituted? 
If Yes what is it’s status?
	Yes/No

	15
	Registered Charity? 
If Yes, OSCR number?
	Yes/No

	16
	Commercial Business?  
If Yes, what type?
	Yes/No 
eg sole trader/limited Company

	17
	VAT registered?
If Yes, VAT Registration no?
	Yes/No 





	What is the usual role/purpose of your organisation? Briefly describe your organisation; its aims, objectives, membership etc. (max 200 words):

	













Part 2: Project Details

	2a. Project Proposal
Please describe the project you are seeking funding for.  Tell us about your intended project outcomes and what your project will achieve. (max 800 words)
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4                  
8                  
2b Statutory Permissions
	Does your proposal require planning permission or other consents (e.g. Road construction consent, Land Owner permission)?                                                              Yes /No (delete as appropriate)

If yes, provide further details including when you expect this to be acquired:






Part 3: Basic Eligibility Criteria 
Will the project be completed and final payment claim submitted within a calendar year of the date on the Offer of Grant?
Yes				No	
Part 4: Why does your project deserve Networks for Nature funding? 

4a Cairngorms Trust Networks for Nature Fund Principles: Describe how your project contributes to each of the five principles of the Networks for Nature Fund.  Please note each project should contribute in some way to all five principles (max 400 words)

	





















[bookmark: _Hlk103843841]4b Outcomes / Outputs. Please choose either A or B (or both) and either C or D (or both) from the following outcomes / outputs those that your project will deliver.

A	Outcome: Improved conditions for priority species building resilience to climate change and reversing biodiversity loss.     
Output: Number of Cairngorms Nature Action Plan species targeted by project actions (CairngormsNatureAction19_24PlanFinal.pdf pages 27-31) - Please insert a figure here if applicable

B	Outcome:  Building resilient habitat networks for species at risk by making more space for nature. For example: native flower-rich habitats, ponds, river/burn restoration works. native trees; and/or supporting changes in management to increase species and habitat diversity and build resilience at a local landscape level. 
Output: Amount of habitat enhanced or created in square metres - Please insert a figure here if applicable

C	Outcome: More residents of the community taking responsibility for habitat management in their local area.
Output:  Number of volunteers upskilled in habitat management - Please insert a figure here if applicable

D 	Outcome: Increase awareness and understanding of Cairngorms conservation priority species, action and management within the community.   
Output: Number of education /awareness activities/events/materials delivered or produced - Please insert a figure here if applicable

4c How will your project be delivered? Describe how your project will be delivered in terms of timescales, planning and explain what the project risks are and how they will be managed. (max 300 words)

	










	4d Value for money 
Please outline how your proposal is value for money in terms of the benefits it will realise. How have you costed your project and describe any match funding that you have secured.  If you are applying as a business or community organisation, you must make clear here what attempts you have made to have your project funded by schemes put in place by Scottish and UK Government (max 300 words)


	





























Part 5: Project Costs


Financial Details
Please provide a breakdown of the project costs by activity. 

See guidance notes on whether or not you should include VAT in your costs below.

	Total cost of Project
	Grant Requested
	Grant as a % of total project costs

	£
	£
	      %



	Item/activity Description
	Cost(£)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Total Cost of Project
	



Total irrecoverable VAT (this is included in the total amount of funding) = £_________

Please give details of any other funders of your project
	Name
	Date Confirmed
	Amount
	Cash support or “in-kind” (e.g. staff time /equipment supply)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Part 6: Declaration and signature
Data Protection Statement and Freedom of Information Regulations

[bookmark: _Hlk104464063]Applicants for the Networks for Nature fund should be aware that the Cairngorms Trust is subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, and the Data Protection Act 1998. Please note that information provided, including personal information, will be held, published and disclosed in accordance with this legislation.  When submitting your application, please let us know if there are any parts of it which would prejudice your commercial or other interests if they were made public. However given our obligations, please note we cannot guarantee confidentiality.

[bookmark: _Hlk104457971]I confirm that I have read and understood the guidance and rules relating to the Networks for Nature Fund and that the information provided in this application form is accurate and complete. I understand and accept the terms and conditions noted within them and separately under the standard terms and conditions. I understand that supporting information may be requested at any stage of the funded period. I confirm that the application has been authorised by the governing body of my organisation (the board or committee that runs my organisation) and I accept that if information about this application is requested under the Freedom of Information Act, I will release it in line with your Freedom of Information Policy.

By signing this application, you agree to the above.

Signed on behalf of the applicant:  								________

Position:			          								________

Date:				          								________

[electronic signature acceptable] 

Please return this application form by email:  communitygrants@cairngorms.co.uk  by 23:59 on Sunday 21st July 24










Completing the Cairngorms Trust Networks for Nature Fund application form 

The Cairngorms Trust is committed to encourage equality, diversity, and inclusion within the applicants to our funds.  Our aim is that the projects we support represent all sections of society within the Cairngorms. We would look favourably at projects that build in inclusion and seek to reach out to under-represented groups.

If you have any challenges in applying to us through written applications, please contact us.  Depending on the specific fund you are applying for we may be able to accept applications in other forms such as recording your answers verbally, by video or other appropriate means.

Please complete all sections of the form as indicated. Text boxes can be expanded to accommodate additional text. Failure to complete all sections of the form will mean that we will be unable to consider your application. Where necessary you may enclose additional information with your application. Where additional information is enclosed, please label this clearly and make it clear through a reference at the relevant question what additional information you are sending with your application. 

If you wish to discuss your funding application, with regards to eligibility or any other queries, please use the contact methods set out in the Guidance Note.

Part 1: Applicant Details 
Please provide all details requested. 
The applicant is the person or organisation who will receive the grant payment in return for having organised, supervised and paid for the work proposed in this application. They must have a bank account into which grant payments can be made by BACS transfer. 

Part 2 Project Details 
Describe the project that you are seeking funding for. This should include details of the work that a grant from the Networks for Nature Fund will support and details of how, when and by whom, the work will be carried out. Tell us about your intended project outcomes and what your project will achieve (its impact). You may enclose additional, relevant information to support the main application form where appropriate. This could include evidence of need, study reports, site plans etc. 

Where planning consent is required for a project to be delivered, the applicant must commit to ensuring that the necessary permissions will be in place by 31st March 2025 to enable the project to be delivered within the timeframe of the Fund.

Part 3: Basic Eligibility Criteria 

All projects must be completed and payments processed by one calendar year from the date on your Offer of Grant letter (if you are successful). 
Following the UK’s exit from the European Union, State Aid rules have been replaced by Subsidy Regulations.  Our overall assessment of this grant fund is that any awards are very unlikely to meet the criteria to be classified as a Subsidy.  Should we have any concerns that the Subsidy Regulations may apply to your proposal we shall contact you during the assessment process.

Part 4: Why your project deserves Networks for Nature Fund support 
This will be a competitive application process and it is expected that the Fund will be heavily oversubscribed. Use this section to explain how your project meets the principles of the Fund and how it will deliver against the assessment criteria that will be used to select successful projects. 

Further information on the CNAP species can be found here: CairngormsNatureAction19_24PlanFinal.pdf pages 27-31

Part 5: Project Costs 
Provide a full breakdown of Project costs. 
Where item includes a unit cost or hourly rate, include this to show how total cost for that item is reached. For example: Purchase of trees: 2000 trees @ £0.68 each = £1,360 / Tree planting 10 hours @ £10/hr cost = £100. 

You should provide evidence with your application that costs for each item/activity are reasonable. This should be commensurate with the costs involved. So for example reference to supplier list prices, quotes where list prices cannot be obtained or evidence from comparable activity/ experience. Evidence from any competitive tendering process should be submitted for higher value projects. Where this has not yet taken place, justification of the costs applied for should be made. 

For volunteer in kind contributions, state the breakdown between unskilled, semi-skilled or professional labour and the hourly rates used. 

Where evidence on costs is lacking we may contact you to seek clarification.

VAT 
We will only cover the VAT costs that an applicant is not able to recover from their usual VAT returns. Therefore, we will only cover costs that fall to an applicant to cover. The application form asks for your VAT status to help us assess what element of VAT costs you may expect us to cover through our grant funds if your application is approved. 

If the applicant is not VAT registered input VAT incurred in qualifying costs can be included in the claim. If the applicant is VAT registered the claim can only cover input VAT to the extent that it is not recoverable from HRMC. 

Irrecoverable input VAT should be separately identified and included in the detail of project costs disclosed at section 5 of your application form. 

While we are happy to give further guidance if you have any questions on this point, all applicants are advised to take appropriate advice from their professional advisors on specific VAT issues if necessary. 

Part 6: Declaration 
Complete the declaration and return your full application to communitygrants@cairngorms.co.uk  by the closing date set out in the Guidance Notes above (Page 6).
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