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Completion Report Cairngorms Trust Green Recovery Fund

Thanks to the swift intervention and funding of the Cairngorms Trust, the Castle Roy Trust was able to repair the infrastructure damage due to delays caused by the pandemic. 
While many may think that it has been wet and chilly autumn, lime mortar work can continue if the temperature does not fall below freezing. The timely funding coincided with a long period of unseasonably warm weather allowing the masons to push on with the infrastructure consolidation repairs.
Some ‘before and after’ photographs have been included to show the work that has been completed due to the repairs to the previous work. The masons were able to undertake the infrastructure repairs before continuing with the general consolidation programme which has moved the whole project along swiftly. All areas are now ready for the final works to be completed at the start of the next building season. 
Thankfully, the long-term future of Castle Roy has now been secured with the hope that the Castle will last for many generations to come.
Opening the Castle to the public in 2021 will increase the tourist footfall to the area. Visitors will come to see the first, new, historic monument to be opened since the Cairngorms National Park was created, within the criteria of the Park Plan. Both passers-by and locals will be able to enjoy a tranquil environment with wildflower areas, marsh and pond life, a peaceful picnic point overlooking the Old Kirk and the Cairngorm Mountains. All while visiting what is reported to be one of Scotland’s oldest masonry fortifications.
Once opened, Castle Roy will enable all-abilities visitors. There will be educational visits, from the local primary school through to universities, studying medieval history and architecture and local communities will be able to use the site for festivals. Working in partnership with the Old Kirk, weddings can be held in the Church with space for a large marquee on the matrimonial meadow, all with the Castle as a scenic backdrop.
The Castle Roy Trust wishes to emphasise its thanks to the Cairngorms Trust for providing the additional funding needed to allow remedial works to be undertaken while the masons continued to secure the most vulnerable areas of the Castle – The Garderobe, the Main entrance Arch and the small Arch used for daily foot passage in and out of the Castle. All are now completed and we anticipate being able to allow visitors access during 2021.

Richard Eccles, Chairman, Castle Roy Trust SCIO
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